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 Quick Facts 

 A gift to support the           

Foundation’s operations 

or any of its named 

funds can be made in 

any amount. 

A new fund started with 

$2,500 will be matched 

1:1 by the  Chairman’s 

Challenge. 

Tenth Anniversary Gala, 

reserve your table now! 
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The Community Connection  

A little over a year ago a beloved member of the Williamsburg community passed 

away, John A. Hyman.   His caring nature and gener-

ous spirit were well known to many of us who had the 

privilege of befriending him.  He first visited Wil-

liamsburg because of his passion for researching and 

collecting antiques but that interest was quickly    

superseded by his devotion to Betty Crowe Leviner, 

who he met only weeks after his initial visit. Twenty 

years of marriage strengthened their bond and    

commitment to each other.  

John served as a volunteer research assistant for the 

curatorial division at Colonial Williamsburg for twenty years. He loaned objects from 

his private collection and shared his expertise for a number of exhibitions at the    
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In this special tenth anniversary year, 

we look back on all that we have      

accomplished as supporters of the     

Williamsburg Community Founda-

tion.  On November 22, 2009, we will 

celebrate those first ten years with a 

special Gala Celebration.  The goal of 

this event is to raise funds to support 

WCF activities over the next year.  The 

Gala Committee has put a great deal of 

effort into planning a fun event that 

will be remembered for the next five 

years.  We hope you will join us for 

this special night. 

Even as we commemorate the past, we 

look forward to building our legacy as 

supporters of the foundation.  Where 

do we see this foundation in five years, 

in ten years or in twenty years?   

In order to fully develop 

as a self-supporting 

community foundation 

it is necessary to reach 

approximately $15   

million in assets.  That 

sounds like a very large 

number, but the 

members of our    

Legacy Society alone 

will one day help us 

achieve that milestone.  Until that 

time, we look to individuals and busi-

nesses in our community to help the 
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Wallace Decorative Arts Museum.   He also donated im-

portant objects to the Foundation.  For almost a decade, I 

had the pleasure of having an office located next to John. 

During that time, I became aware that John had a myriad 

of other interests, and that he quietly supported numer-

ous local organizations such as the Heritage Humane   

Society.  Most of his philanthropy, however, took the form 

of anonymous financial assistance for those in need. 

Many were generous gifts for which he was not publically 

recognized. 

Wishing to acknowledge Johnôs benevolent character and 

his desire to ñmake a difference,ò his wife, Betty, estab-

lished the John A. Hyman Fund at the Williamsburg 

Community Foundation to honor his memory. Her contri-

bution to this fund supports the community endowment 

in perpetuity, ensuring that Johnôs philanthropic legacy 

will continue to support local health and human service      

organizations, educational opportunities, and cultural 

enrichment.  What a lovely way to 

be remembered! 

   

(Continued from page 1) 

Page 2 Williamsburg Community Foundation 

foundation grow through current gifts so that it can 

continue the work of meeting important community 

needs. 

It is in a year like this, when the economy is in flux, 

where we see the true flexibility of a community      

foundation.  The WCF has a very broad focus:  greater 

Williamsburg, our hometown.  Twice a year the        

Distribution Committee reviews grant applications, 

keeping in mind community needs and our broad focus 

as a supporter of the entire community.  You can see 

from the grants listed on page three that WCF has 

funded a variety of local organizations that improve the 

quality of life in greater Williamsburg.  Those who at-

tended our grant award ceremony were able to hear 

first hand from those agencies about the important 

work that our donors will make possible in this year.  

From the environment, to education, to spaying and 

neutering animals to lessen overpopulation, to sup-

porting abused and neglected children, these grants 

touch nearly every corner of our community.  

We hope that you will choose to make a gift to the 

foundation in this special year to support our activities 

in the community.  We still have matching funds avail-

able from the Chairmanôs Challenge.  Call Nancy Sulli-

van at 757-259-1660 for more infor-

mation on establish-

ing your fund.  
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Timeline 

1999—300th Anniversary of Williamsburg; Greater Williamsburg Community Trust founded 

 Community Endowment started with the proceeds from the 300th Anniversary Celebration. 

2000—$1 million Challenge from Ukrop’s/First Market Bank provides an impetus for giving. 

2004—Attained $1 million in assets. 

2005—Governor’s Land community fundraising event raises over $90,000 for local charities. 

 Became a member of the Council on Foundations and received its seal of approval for         
compliance with National Standards for Community Foundations. 

Held first Grant Award Ceremony and began engaging our donors in the grants process. 

2005—Business Partners Make A Difference Fund started to increase our impact in the community. 

2006—Completed a strategic planning process and changed its name to Williamsburg Community      
Foundation. 

2007—A $300,000 challenge from former chairman, John Jamison, the Chairman’s Challenge, kicks off 
a campaign to raise funds for the Community Endowment. 

2008—Received largest gift to date and first bequest from the estate of Benjamin Altshuler 

2009—Surpassed 100 named funds and $3 million in assets. 
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Causes that Matter 

The Heritage Humane Society has received a grant of 

$3,920 from the Williamsburg Community Foundation 

and its Business Partners to fund the SNIP program. 

The SNIP-mobile  (Spay and Neuter Immediately, 

Please!) is one of the most effective resources available 

to provide free, safe, and accessible spaying and neuter-

ing services. The SNIP-mobile provides these services to 

low income families free of charge at a convenient loca-

tion in order to spay and neuter as many animals as  

possible. With the number of neglected animals increas-

ing annually, it is imperative to take preemptive action 

to ensure that the number of mistreated animals        

remains at the bare minimum. One SNIP-mobile at a 

cost of $980 is able to spay or neuter 28 pets. 

In 2009 the Heritage 

Humane Society has 

taken in over 780 

dogs and cats. 

Through the actions 

of the Humane Soci-

ety and the SNIP  

program it is possible 

to drastically reduce 

the number of   un-

wanted animals in 

our community.  

By underwriting this problem through the SNIP         

program, the WCF will enable the Society to focus its      

resources on 

the already 

high number of 

neglected    

animals in our 

community, 

hopefully   

finding families 

to provide a 

loving home 

for these pets. 

CASA Expanding with Help of WCF 

The Williamsburg Community Foundation awarded $4,000 to assist Colonial Court Appointed 

Special Advocates (CASA) in its expansion into York County. This grant will provide interim     

operational funding until state funding ñcatches upò in the agencyôs next fiscal year.  Trained vol-

unteer advocates work to assist our communityôs youngest victims, its children.   They serve as 

voices for children in the court system and work to assure the children are provided with a safe 

and supportive home environment.  Many of these volunteers will provide support to a family over 

a number of years. 

With its expansion to York County, CASA will double its caseload over the next few years. Due to 

this increase, CASA will recruit and train twelve to seventeen new advocates.   

By providing funding to this important community asset the Williamsburg Community Foun-

dation is investing in the protection of our communityôs future and its most vulnerable citizens. 

The Heritage Humane Society 

took in over 2,000 animals in 

2008.  The SNIP! Program will 

help reduce the number of   

neglected animals throughout 

our area. 

SNIP-mobile provides affordable ac-

cess to spaying / neutering services 

throughout the community. 

Grants Awarded July 2009  

From Community Endowment Funds 

$4,000 to CASA  

$1,960 to Heritage Humane Society   

$1,995 to James City County Fire Department 

$2,000 to Williamsburg Land Conservancy  

From the Business Partners  

Make A Difference Fund 

$1,960 to Heritage Humane Society 

$4,000 to The Arc of Greater Williamsburg 

$2,000 to Jamestown 4-H Educational Center 

   CASA advocates are the 

voice of neglected     

children in the courtroom 

and in the community. 
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Gala Celebration 

Save the Date Cards for the 10th Anniversary 

Gala Celebration have been mailed.  Every five 

years the WCF celebrates its progress, so if you 

canôt join us November 22, 2009, you will have to 

wait another five years for the next exciting gala 

event. 

Start planning your table now.   Individual tickets 

are $150 per person.  A table for ten is $1,500.  

Gala Partnership Opportunities in the amount of 

$3,000, $5,000 and $10,000 are still available.  

Call 757-259-1660 for more information.  

Foundation Grows with Local Donor Support 

In spite of a dismal economy for most of 2008 -09 fiscal year, the foundation grew.  A recently completed audit 

noted that the growth was largely due to 

gifts totaling $735,000 received during the 

year.   

The Foundationôs  Investment Committee 

pays very close attention to the activities of 

the market and monitors the overall invest-

ment strategy to be sure it continues to be 

the correct course for its long-term growth.  

Our objective is to support needs in the 

greater Williamsburg community today and 

tomorrow through the Community          

Endowment.  
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